Big Sandy Area C.A.P., Inc.  -  HEAD START
Program Policies and Procedures

Lead Exposure Prevention
POLICY:
The program will ensure that all Head Start facilities are maintained in a manner that prevents children from being exposed to lead in water and paint.

· This policy relates to Head Start Performance Standards 45 CFR Part 1302.47(b)(10)


PROCEDURE:

1. The program will maintain written documentation of all activities used to prevent children from being exposed to lead in water and paint in all Head Start facilities.
2. Drinking water sources at each classroom site will be tested for lead at least every two (2) years or more frequently if required by federal, state, or local regulations.
3. Facilities constructed prior to 1978 will undergo inspection and/or testing for lead-based paint hazards conducted by trained or certified professionals, as required.
4. If certified inspection or testing determines that no lead-based paint hazards are present, the program will maintain documentation of such findings and conduct ongoing visual inspections of painted surfaces to ensure paint remains in good condition and free from chipping, peeling, or deterioration.
5. In facilities where lead-based paint hazards may exist, including pre-1978 buildings without certified documentation of lead-free status, the program will conduct testing and inspection at least every two (2) years.
6. The program will re-evaluate facilities at least every two (2) years to determine whether conditions, renovations, deterioration, or other factors warrant additional lead-based paint testing.
7. If elevated lead levels in water or lead-based paint hazards are identified, the program will take immediate action to protect children and staff. Actions may include restricting access to affected areas, providing alternative water sources, and initiating remediation or abatement procedures in accordance with federal, state, and local requirements.
8. The program will pursue remediation or abatement, as needed, to eliminate or control identified lead hazards.
9. Documentation of all inspections, testing results, corrective actions, and follow-up activities will be maintained on file and available for review.
10. The Governing Board and Policy Council will be informed of any significant findings and corrective actions taken.
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