
To: 	 	Prospective Head Start Parent
From:  		“Program Name” Head Start
Subject:  	Current Housing Costs Impact on Head Start Eligibility 
Recently, you completed an enrollment application for your child to attend the “Program Name” Head Start Program.  At least 90% of the children that will be selected for enrollment must have a family income below 130% of the national poverty guideline.  You are receiving this letter because your application showed your family income to be above this threshold and there is an additional step you can take to increase your child’s chances of selection.
For families that are above the family income threshold, the Office of Head Start has provided a new opportunity for parents to deduct “Housing Costs” from their total family income.  If housing costs are determined to be greater than 30% of a family’s gross income, the additional amount can be deducted from the application.  This could increase the amount of eligibility points for a child’s application and therefore, increase his/her chances of being accepted into the Head Start program.  If you do not wish to provide information related to your housing costs, your child’s application will still be considered based on the information you initially provided and he/she may still have enough eligibility points for enrollment.  However, if you would like to provide the program with information related to your housing costs to determine if it could increase his/her chances for enrollment, here is a list of what could be used:
· Rent/Mortgage 
· Electricity Bill
· Gas/Propane Bill (Home Use Only)
· Phone Bill
· Water Bill
· Sewer & Trash Collection Bill
· Property Taxes  
· Homeowner's Insurance
You can bring in a copy of any or all of the above bills for the current or previous calendar month.  Since property taxes and homeowner’s insurance are typically paid less than monthly, you can provide the most recent bill as long as it isn’t more than 12 months old.  These bills can be brought to “Contact Name” at the “Program Name” Head Start office located at “Address”.  Feel free to call us at “Phone” if you have any questions.
